
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE PANEL APPROVAL OF $500,000 FOR NORTHERN TIER PUBLIC TRANSIT

  

Washington - Today, Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced                that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $500,000 for                public transit in Northern Tier Region. $400,000 is earmarked for                Community Transit Service's (CTS) Dial-a-Ride, and $100,000 is earmarked                for bus shelters along the route connecting Gardner and Greenfield.                Over the last three years, Olver has secured $1.45 million for the                Dial-a-Ride program. 

               Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations                Committee, and included the funding in the Fiscal Year 2002 Transportation                Appropriations bill.

               "Public transit is especially challenging in rural areas, but                investment in transportation infrastructure is essential for economic                growth," Olver said. "The Dial-a-Ride program has successfully                delivered rides to thousands of local residents, and the planned                Northern Tier bus shelters will make bus service more accessible                and convenient," Olver added

               Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward                final passage of the bill. The House is expected to take up the                bill sometime in July. A final House-Senate reconciled version of                the legislation is due by October 1, 2001, the beginning of Fiscal                Year 2002

               CTS will use the $400,000 to continue providing Dial-a-Ride service                to the Athol/Orange/Winchendon Region. Olver has secured $1.45 million                for the Dial-a-Ride program over the last three years. Additionally,                Olver was able to secure $1.6 million for Community Transportation                Association of America's (CTAA) JOBLINKS program, which will benefit                small urban and rural communities throughout the country. The $100,000                earmark will help construct 18 bus shelters along the Northern Tier                bus routes. The shelters will protect riders from the elements and                make maps and signs more readily available.

               Olver helped to secure $19.6 million in transportation earmarks                for the First Congressional District. He is the second most senior                Democrat on the Appropriations Transportation Subcommittee.

               "This is an excellent start for the Transportation bill,"                Olver said. "As the Appropriations process continues, I will                work to maintain the highest possible level of funding for public                transportation priorities in our district."
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